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Summary/Purpose The report details the proposed revisions to the Council’s Statement
of Principles (Gambling Act 2005), based on legislative
requirements, statutory guidance and any amendments following
public consultation.

Annexes Annex A — Draft Statement of Principles

Recommendation(s)

That the Planning and Licensing Committee considers the draft
Statement of Principles and recommends to Full Council:

1. To approve the Statement of Principles; and,

2. That the Council continues to adopt a "no-casino resolution”
for inclusions in the published Gambling Act 2005 Licensing
Policy Statement.

Corporate priorities

e Delivering Good Services
e Supporting the Economy

Key Decision

NO
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Section 349 of the Gambling Act 2002 (the “Act”) requires licensing authorities before
each successive period of three years to:

e Prepare a statement of the principles that they propose to apply in exercising
their functions under this Act during that period, and

The next “successive period” starts on 31 January 2025. However, the Statement
needs to be adopted by 31 December 2024 as it must be published at least 4 weeks
before the date on which it comes into effect on the authority’s website and also be
available for inspection by the public.

Before determining its Policy, the Authority is required to consult with the police,
persons who represent the interests of gambling businesses and those who
represent the interests of persons who are likely to be affected by gambling
businesses.

BACKGROUND

The Gambling Act 2005 (the "Act”) came into effect on 1 September 2007, and
amongst other changes, have given to Local authorities new extended powers for
licensing premises for gambling, including betting shops, family entertainment
centres, casinos, bingo premises and gaming machine arcades. Local Authorities are
also responsible for registering small society lotteries and for issuing permits to pubs
and clubs for gaming machines.

The Act contains three licensing objectives which underpin the functions that the
Gambling Commission and the Licensing Authority must perform. They are:

a) Preventing gambling from being a source of crime or disorder, being
associated with crime and disorder, or being used to support crime.

b) Ensuring that gambling is conducted in a fair and open way; and

c) Protecting children and other vulnerable persons from being harmed or
exploited by gambling.

MAIN POINTS

The draft Statement of Principles have been subject to a 6-week consultation period
which ended on Friday 25 October 2024.
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All consultees were written to and invited to make a written comment. In addition, the
consultation was advertised on the Council's website.

There were no comments made during the consultation period by any of the
consultees.

Under Section 166 of the Act the Licensing Authority is empowered, if they wish, to
make a 'no casino’ resolution. This means that at this time the council does not wish
to have a casino in its area. This decision has to be reviewed every 3 years. Full Council
resolved not to issue licences to casinos in 2006. This decision was renewed at
meetings in 2009, 2012, 2015 and 2022.

The benefit of making a ‘no casino’ resolution means that any applications for a casino
in the Cotswold District area would be determined by Full Council. If a 'no casino’
resolution is not renewed, then if the operator has the necessary planning permission,
it is likely that the application for a casino would automatically be granted.

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS

There are no financial implications associated with this report. The Council receives
income through licence fees, and this covers the cost of carrying out this function.

LEGAL IMPLICATIONS

The Act requires the Council to prepare and approve a Statement of Principles to cover
each 3-year period. The statement must contain the principles that the Council
proposes to apply in exercising its function under the Act during the period.

Section 2 of the Act provides that the Council is the licensing authority for the purposes
of the Act 2005. Section 157 of the Act provides that in relation to premises, the
licensing authority in whose area the premises are situated is also a responsible
authority. Therefore it is lawful and entirely proper for the Council to carry out both of
these roles.

Section 349 of the Act, requires the Council to advertise and publish the statement for
a period of four weeks before it takes effect.

If the Council approves the statement and advertises it for the required period prior to
publication it will comply with its requirements as above.
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6. RISK ASSESSMENT

6.1 Should the Licensing Authority fail to carry out a review it will fail to meet its statutory
obligations under the Act.

7. EQUALITIES IMPACT

7.1. These are statutory functions and are applied nationally.
8. CLIMATE CHANGE IMPLICATIONS

8.1. None.

9. ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS

9.1. None.

10. BACKGROUND PAPERS

10.1. None.



